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ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY
I would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners
of the land on which we are gathered and pay my
respects to their Elders both
past, present and emerging.

Principal
Mrs Marilyn Costigan

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS

Our Assistant Principals are Mrs Angie Lanza,
Mrs Natalie Sadler and Mr Michael Crowe.

OUR LEARNING COACHES &
Leading Teacher

Our Teaching and Learning Coaches
work alongside teachers from Prep to
Grade 6 and Specialists Teachers to
continually build knowledge, skills and
expertise in classroom instruction.

Our Leading Teacher is currently
responsible for our Computer
Technology and the MSPS
Attendance Officer

LEARNING SPECIALISTS

The Learning Specialist
role is aimed at building
excellence in teaching.
They provide high
quality classroom
teaching as a model for
other teachers to
observe and learn from.

Mrs Rachel Costigan, Ms Kiah Brown, Mrs
Cennet Day & Mr Dylan Redmayne

FIRST YEAR OF SCHOOL
➢ In their first year of school, students learn through interactions with others, experimentation,
practice and play in the classroom and school community.

➢ Priority is given to literacy and numeracy development as these are the foundations upon
which further learning is built.
➢ Opportunities to develop literacy and numeracy are found in all subjects but particularly in
English and Mathematics.
➢ Learning in a classroom and belonging to a school community are key to the first year at
school.

ENGLISH
In the first year of school, students view, listen to and enjoy texts that entertain and inform, such as
picture books or, rhymes. They begin to learn to read and create texts.
Typically, students will:
➢ communicate with others in familiar situations
➢ read stories with one or more sentences, pictures and familiar vocabulary
➢ recognise rhyming words, syllables and sounds
➢ recognise letters and the most common sounds the letters make
➢ listen to, read and view picture books, stories, poetry, information books, films and performances
➢ write some words
➢ recognise some words and develop skills in ‘sounding out’ words
➢ create their own texts such as giving information orally or in writing; presenting a narrative, which
may include pictures.

LITERACY PROGRAM
At Melton South Primary school our Literacy Program is one in which reading, writing,
speaking and listening are integrated in a supportive and stimulating environment to foster
independent, reflective and critical thinking.
As part of our School Strategic Plan in literacy we are focussed on improving our
students’ skills and results in reading.
Our teachers are continually participating in professional learning activities so they can
build upon their skills and knowledge of teaching reading in order to achieve the best
outcomes for their students.
The Teaching and Learning Coaches work alongside teachers to support teacher
professional growth and embed instructional practices to grow all our students.

TEACHING READING IN THE CLASSROOM
Carefully balanced and structured classroom program
Daily one hour instructional block.
Includes formal teaching of handwriting
Developmental stages of writer’s addressed through flexible

groupings to meet students’ needs
Melton South Primary school instructional model
❖Whole class focus demonstrating modelled writing OR shared writing

❖Small group teaching focus group with teacher
❖Students engaged in independent tasks
❖Whole class share

ORAL LANGUAGE
Oral language underpins so much of what we do at school.
Important oral language skills required on entry to school for Prep students to be able to
participate and learn and are further developed include:

❖Listening and taking turns listening
❖understanding instructions
❖retelling events in sequence

❖asking questions

MATHEMATICS
Mathematics helps us make sense of the world around us. It is more than ‘sums’ and learning ‘tables’. It
involves skills that we use throughout life.
In the first year of school, students develop a sense of number, order, sequence, pattern and
position in relation to familiar settings.
Typically, students will:

➢connect numbers, their names and quantities up to 20
➢count numbers in sequences up to 20, continue patterns and compare lengths of objects
➢use materials to model problems, sort objects and discuss answers
➢group and sort shapes and objects

➢connect events with days of the week
➢develop an understanding of location words, such as above,
➢ outside, left.

FRENCH
At Melton South Primary school Prep students begin learning French.
They imitate the sounds, rhythms and patterns of this language.

They learn simple conversation greetings and phrases, songs and nursery
and also learn about numbers, colours and days of the week.

TECHNOLOGIES

The computers are
supplied by the school for
use in the classroom.
They do not go home with
the student.
You do not have to pay an
additional cost.

Through exploration, design and problem-solving, students learn how technologies work.
Typically, students will:
in Design and Technologies …

design and create solutions to challenges through guided play and by safely using
materials and equipment
in Digital Technologies ….
work safely online, represent data as pictures, symbols and diagrams, and sequence steps
to solve simple problems.

INVESTIGATIONS
By experimenting, practising and playing in familiar situations, students use their
natural curiosity to make sense of their world, and to develop history and
geography knowledge and skills about people and places.

Typically, students will:
➢explore their personal world, including personal and family histories
➢investigate places they and their families live in and belong to

➢find out about other places through stories told in books, or by family members
and other people, and how people feel about places
➢explore why places are special and
how students and other people can care for places.

THE ARTS
Students share their experiences and understanding of themselves
through exploring the arts and artworks.
Term 1 Visual Arts
Term 3 Performing Arts – in preparation for our Whole School Expo
Term 4 Media Arts
In Visual Arts, students respond to and create a variety of artworks by
drawing and painting.

SCIENCE
Through exploration and observation, students learn how science works. They
explore their world to find answers to questions.
Typically, students will:
❖explore the needs of living things
❖investigate the properties of everyday materials
❖explore changes in our world, for example, the weather
❖explore how things move.

HEALTH AND PE
Students learn through active play, and practise fundamental movement skills. They learn about how
their body is growing and changing, about their strengths, how to be healthy, safe and active, and
about respectful relationships with others.
Typically students will:
➢use their strengths to help others
➢name trusted people in their community, who can help them stay safe and healthy

➢describe emotions of people who are happy, sad, excited, tired, angry, scared or confused
➢group foods into ‘eat always’ and ‘eat sometimes’
➢move in different speeds and directions, be aware of

others and follow rules
➢play games from different cultures
➢move in time with a partner when music is played

BOOK PACKS
Fees cost $110- for Prep in 2021 This is a reduced rate
for next year only – Normally $185.00
That includes the Library Book bag and access
to our computer programs Mathletics and

Reading Eggs at school and also at home.
Payment plans can be arranged for families who
need to make instalments.
Please see the general office to make those arrangements.

Purchase of your pack is required before the
commencement of the school year.

SCHOOL FEES - CSEF
Families holding a valid means tested concession card
will be eligible to apply. If you have concession card
that is valid on the first day of Term 1 and are a new
enrolment you will need to apply for the CSEF by
completing an application form and presenting your card
to the school office prior to the end of February.
A payment of $125 per student will be paid directly to
the school to be used towards expenses relating to
camps, excursions, incursions or sporting activities.
It cannot be used toward payment of books, stationery
or school uniform.

UNIFORM
School uniform is compulsory for all students. If a student cannot wear a particular
item of uniform they should have a note of explanation in their bag.
Parents are asked to clearly label all items of clothing.
You are asked to provide your own school bag.

Uniform Shop
Monday 2.30pm to 3.45pm
Wednesday 2.30pm to 3.45pm

Thursday 8.30am to 9.00am

TAKE HOME READERS
Emphasis is fully on children’s success and enjoyment
Complements class program

Depends on parents’ assistance
Links school with home.
Reading Eggs digital program

Premier’s Reading Challenge
Is most enjoyable when it is shared between parent and child
Is most effective when it is done every school night.

REGULAR BED TIME EVERY SCHOOL NIGHT
Research tells us that children who have a regular
bedtime typically have…
❖ Better behaviour
❖ Faster development
❖ Higher test scores &
❖ Fewer health problems

ATTENDANCE

GIVE YOUR CHILD THEIR BEST CHANCE!

WELFARE TEAM

School Counsellor – Tina Matana
School Social Worker- Megan Fraser
Speech Pathologist &
PSD Coordinator – Keryn Wells
Speech Pathologist – Maddy Whiting
We are lucky enough to be able to offer
these services to families in need.
Permission forms are needed for
counselling.
Please contact the school directly should
you require support with any social or
welfare concerns.

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS
Melton South is a Lead school in the use
of Respectful Relationships.

It is an initiative to support schools and
early childhood education settings to
promote and model respect and equality.
It also supports educators to teach our
children how to build healthy
relationships, resilience and confidence.

BUDDY SEATS
Many primary schools have a buddy system for Prep children. At Melton South Primary
school Prep teachers will partner your child with older students. This is to help your child
have a welcoming experience from the very beginning.
The buddy system helps older children learn to take on responsibility. They work together
on weekly lessons to build friendships and social connections.
Buddy systems help your child make friends and create a sense of belonging with the school
community.
From Day One of the school year your child will be matched to an older student who will
help make your child’s experience of school a happy and positive one.

GRADE 6 BUDDY
At MSPS students in grade 5 & 6 are matched to a student in Prep and become their
‘buddy’
During the first few weeks of school and under the teacher’s supervision, they work
together on structured activities to develop a friendship and act in a support role for
your child.
During the year there are many opportunities where the Grade 5 & 6’s can help and
support their Prep Buddy to ensure they have a positive experience.
MSPS participates in the Djerriwarrh Festival

BOUNCE BACK
Bounce Back is a wellbeing and resilience program.
Today increasing numbers of young people are struggling
through school with life and emotional and social needs that adversely affect their
learning and challenge schools and welfare agencies.
Bounce Back is a program that aims to help young people function well both in
school and in life.
It provides practical strategies to help them cope with the complexity of their
everyday lives and learn how to ‘Bounce Back’ when they experience sadness,
difficulties and challenges.

HEALTHY FOOD

CANTEEN

Our canteen is open every day for lunch
and at recess for snack. We also serve
Halal options.
Parents write orders on a brown paper bag
with your child’s name, grade and order
written clearly.

TOILETING
Students in Prep use the Prep – 2 toilets in the Prep area.
Please ensure your child can take themselves to the toilet independently.
Boys may not have used a urinal before and need to know what to do and where to
do it!

TIMETABLE – WHAT DOES THE DAY INCLUDE?
Arrive 8.50

Enter classroom
and change
reader

Instruction
commences at
9am

Recess is at
11am

Eat snack in
class before
going out to
play/toilet

Instruction
until 1.15

1.30 – 2.15
Play outside

Last
instruction
2.15 – 3.15

Eat lunch inside
before going
out to
play/toilet

All students require a snack and a lunch for the 2 main breaks in the school
day.
Melton South Primary uses a Split timetable. Students in Prep, Grade 1 & 2
go out to play together and Grades 3, 4 5 & 6 go at a separate time.

COMMUNICATION

school

home

QUESTIONS?
Links
WEBSITE http://meltonsthps.vic.edu.au/
Parent Information Handbook - http://meltonsthps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2019-ParentHandbook.pdf
Skoolbag
https://www.yourmodernfamily.com/irregularbedtimes/?fbclid=IwAR33xRQEIFamERUkyBTGHKWp943p7TLLOucvLdHVqcWG0I4fr-M0tkAFYN4
General enquiries melton.southps@educatin.vic.edu.au
New enrolments enrolments@meltonsthps.vic.edu.au
Uniform Orders uniform@meltonsthps.vic.edu.au

