
FOUNDATION YEAR OF 
SCHOOL

PREP 2020
Fulfilment Through Learning

Melton South Primary school



ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF 
COUNTRY
 I would like to acknowledge the Traditional 
Owners of the land on which we are gathered and 
pay my respects to their Elders both
 past, present and emerging.





An oral 
recording 
of Maz 
Student of 
the week 
Getting to 
know you 
SWPB 

Principal
Mrs Marilyn Costigan





Our Assistant Principals are Mrs Angie Lanza, 
Mrs Natalie Sadler and Mr Michael Crowe.  

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS



OUR LEARNING COACHES &

Our Teaching and Learning Coaches 
work alongside teachers from Prep to 
Grade 6 and Specialists Teachers to 

continually build knowledge, skills and 
expertise in classroom instruction. 

Leading Teacher
Mrs Jenny Dockeary
Mrs Stephanie Millan

Our Leading Teacher is currently 
responsible for our Computer 
Technology and the MSPS 
Attendance Officer

Ms Sue Miles



LEARNING SPECIALISTS

Mrs Rachel Costigan, Ms Kiah Brown, Mrs 
Cennet Day & Mr Dylan Redmayne

The Learning Specialist 
role is aimed at building 
excellence in teaching. 

They provide high 
quality classroom 

teaching as a model for 
other teachers to 

observe and learn from.



In their first year of school, students learn through interactions with others, experimentation, 
practice and play in the classroom and school community. 

Priority is given to literacy and numeracy development as these are the foundations upon 
which further learning is built. 

Opportunities to develop literacy and numeracy are found in all subjects but particularly in 
English and Mathematics. 

Learning in a classroom and belonging to a school community are key to the first year at 
school. 

FIRST YEAR OF SCHOOL



In the first year of school, students view, listen to and enjoy texts that entertain and inform, such as 
picture books or, rhymes. They begin to learn to read and create texts. 

Typically, students will: 
communicate with others in familiar situations 
read stories with one or more sentences, pictures and familiar vocabulary 
recognise rhyming words, syllables and sounds 
recognise letters and the most common sounds the letters make 
listen to, read and view picture books, stories, poetry, information books, films and performances 
write some words 
recognise some words and develop skills in ‘sounding out’ words 
create their own texts such as giving information orally or in writing; presenting a narrative, which 
may include pictures. 

ENGLISH



At Melton South Primary school our Literacy Program is one in which reading, writing, 
speaking and listening are integrated in a supportive and stimulating environment to foster 
independent, reflective and critical thinking.

As part of our School Strategic Plan in literacy we are focussed on improving our 
students’ skills and results in reading.

Our teachers are continually participating in professional learning activities so they can 
build upon their skills and knowledge of teaching reading in order to achieve the best 
outcomes for their students. 

The Teaching and Learning Coaches work alongside teachers to support teacher  
professional growth and embed instructional practices to grow all our students.

LITERACY PROGRAM



 Carefully balanced and structured classroom program
 Daily one hour instructional block.
 Includes formal teaching of handwriting
 Developmental stages of writer’s addressed through flexible 
 groupings to meet students’ needs
 Melton South Primary school instructional model

❖Whole class focus demonstrating modelled writing OR shared writing 
❖Small group teaching focus group with teacher  
❖Students engaged in independent tasks 
❖Whole class share 

TEACHING READING IN THE 
CLASSROOM



Oral language underpins so much of what we do at school.

Important oral language skills required on entry to school for Prep students to be able to 
participate and learn and are further developed include:

❖Listening and taking turns listening

❖understanding instructions

❖retelling events in sequence

❖asking questions 

ORAL LANGUAGE 



Mathematics  helps us make sense of the world around us. It is more than ‘sums’ and learning 
‘tables’. It involves skills that we use throughout life. 
In the first year of school, students develop a sense of number, order, sequence, pattern 
and position in relation to familiar settings.
Typically, students will: 
connect numbers, their names and quantities up to 20 
count numbers in sequences up to 20, continue patterns and compare lengths of objects 
use materials to model problems, sort objects and discuss answers 
group and sort shapes and objects 
connect events with days of the week 
develop an understanding of location words, such as above,
 outside, left. 

MATHEMATICS



At Melton South Primary school Prep students begin learning French. 

 They imitate the sounds, rhythms and patterns of this language.

 They learn simple conversation greetings and phrases, songs and nursery 
and also learn about numbers, colours and days of the week.

FRENCH



Through exploration, design and problem-solving, students learn how technologies work. 

Typically, students will: 
in Design and Technologies …
      design and create solutions to challenges through guided play and by safely using 
materials and equipment 
in Digital Technologies ….
      work safely online, represent data as pictures, symbols and diagrams, and sequence 
steps to solve simple problems. 

TECHNOLOGIES
The computers are 

supplied by the school for 
use in the classroom.  

They do not go home with 
the student. 

You do not have to pay an 
additional cost. 



By experimenting, practising and playing in familiar situations, students use their 
natural curiosity to make sense of their world, and to develop history and 
geography knowledge and skills about people and places. 
Typically, students will: 
explore their personal world, including personal and family histories 
investigate places they and their families live in and belong to 
find out about other places through stories told in books, or by family members 
and other people, and how people feel about places 
explore why places are special and 

     how students and other people can care for places. 

INVESTIGATIONS



In Visual Arts, students respond to and create a variety of artworks by
 drawing and painting. 

Students share their experiences and understanding of themselves 
through exploring the arts and artworks. 
Term 1 Visual Arts
Term 3 Performing Arts – in preparation for our Whole School Expo
Term 4 Media Arts

THE ARTS



Through exploration and observation, students learn how science works. They 
explore their world to find answers to questions. 

Typically, students will: 
❖explore the needs of living things 

❖investigate the properties of everyday materials 

❖explore changes in our world, for example, the weather 

❖explore how things move. 

SCIENCE



Students learn through active play, and practise fundamental movement skills. They learn about how 
their body is growing and changing, about their strengths, how to be healthy, safe and active, and 
about respectful relationships with others. 

Typically students will:

use their strengths to help others 

name trusted people in their community, who can help them stay safe and healthy 

describe emotions of people who are happy, sad, excited, tired, angry, scared or confused 

group foods into ‘eat always’ and ‘eat sometimes’ 

move in different speeds and directions, be aware of 

 others and follow rules 

play games from different cultures 

move in time with a partner when music is played 

HEALTH AND PE


